
Poolhay Meadows – a summary of the management plan 
 
Brief Description 
Poolhay Meadows was purchased by the Trust in 1987.  It is situated, on the north side of the B4211 at Corse 
Lawn in the Malvern Hills district of Worcestershire at grid ref. SO 831 306. 
 
The grassland site is 2.75 hectares and comprises two unimproved meadows separated by a shallow drain.  The 
drainage on the fields is varied, with the northern field and the western end of the southern field lying wetter 
with associated flora such as ragged robin and tubular water dropwort. It is one of only a few known sites in 
Worcestershire for meadow thistle, as well as a range of other species including green-winged and common 
spotted orchid, saw-wort, great burnet and adders-tongue fern. 
 
Management of the site is undertaken through a hay cut taken after July 15th, followed by aftermath grazing with 
cattle. The hedges are currently quite sprawling and overgrown, and some mechanical flailing is now due to 
control encroachment into the meadows.  
 
The reserve is a SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest), lies within Worcestershire Wildlife Trust’s Severn and 
Avon Vales Living Landscape and Natural England’s Severn and Avon Vales national character area. 
 
A public footpath runs along the north and eastern edge of the reserve, with vehicular access for management 
through a corral on the south-eastern corner of the reserve along a right of access from the B4211. 
 
Management Aims 
The primary objective is to maintain the botanic diversity and quality of the SSSI meadows.  
 
Secondary objectives would include fulfilling other legal obligations including meeting the criteria of our Higher 
Level Stewardship agreement and ensuring the short section of public footpath across the reserve is kept in safe 
condition. 
 
Rationale 
Poolhay meadows are a good example of unimproved neutral hay meadow, and all the more interesting due to 
the mix of dry and wet sections within the reserve. Despite high national losses of this semi-natural, traditionally 
farmed habitat due to agricultural improvement and intensification since the Second World War, figures in the 
county habitat action plan show that Worcestershire retains around 20% of the country’s total of herb-rich 
meadows on neutral soils. 
 
Maintenance of this resource, as well as the potential to use it to acquire or influence neighbouring land to 
expand the coverage of unimproved hay meadow is in line with the objectives of the living landscape approach 
and the county habitat action plan. 
 
Summary of Management 
Grassland areas: 

 Carry out late hay after 15th July to allow meadow plants to seed. 

 Follow up the hay cutting with aftermath grazing using cattle.  

 Record grazing dates and cattle numbers. 

 Control injurious weeds to prevent them occupying more than 5% of the sward. 

 Monitor the grassland to assess management. 

 Manage hedge boundaries to maintain the structure while controlling encroachment into the meadow by 
scrub. 

Drain: 
Perform an annual check to ensure the drain is free-flowing and clear of obstructions 


